
HAHNDORF COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION INC.
MINUTES OF COMMUNITY MEETING
WEDNESDAY 11TH JUNE, 2025 AT 7.30pm
HAHNDORF INSTITUTE SUPPER ROOM

1. WELCOME: Chair, Greg Lomax welcomed Mayor David Leach, Councilor Rowan Voogt, and residents to the meeting.			

2. PRESENT: G. Lomax (Chair), John Adcock (Vice Chair), J. Swan (Secretary), D. Painter (Minute Secretary), M. Lomax, H. Gallasch, Mayor D. Leach, Cr. R Voogt, A. Haines, F. Falzon, J. Kentish, J. Litjens, S. Howe, M. Brockhoff, F. Brockhoff, R. Semler, Jan Adcock, D. Seifert, J. White, A. Fordham, P. Mahar, B. Eblen, L. Neill, P. O’Brien, R. Swan, J. Roberts, J. Vincent, R. Moody, H. Moody, C. Rich, A. Loose
				
3. APOLOGIES: J. Klau, I. Barrie, M. Brook, L. Nitschke, J. Nitschke, C. Nitschke, D. Chenery, J. Chenery, N. Hardingham, S. Gallasch, J. Lamb, E. Robertson, A. Houlihan, N. Armstrong
 
4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:

Moved: P. Mahar          Seconded: A. Haines           CARRIED

5. GUEST SPEAKER: Unfortunately, the planned Guest Speaker for the evening, Andrew Houlihan, MBDC Manager City Development, and Natalie Armstrong, MBDC General Manager, Planning and Regulatory Services, were unable to attend due to illness.  Chair Greg Lomax apologized to those in attendance – it is expected that the Guest Speakers will attend the HCA’s July 9th meeting.

6. BUSINESS ARISING:  
· Heritage Barn update: G. Lomax reported –
A fundraising supper was held at the recent premiere screening of the documentary ‘Hahndorf: Echoes of the Past’ resulting in the sum of $1650 being donated to the Barn Project.  Sincere thanks are extended to the Hahndorf Kaffeehaus and The Fruchocs Shop for their generous donations of streusel cake and Fruchoc packs for the supper. Details of the Barn, the approved site, the need to lodge a Development Plan with Council, and to locate a Heritage engineer was explained.  Chair is liaising with Kevin O’Sullivan, Heritage Architect, as the site location is within the town’s State Heritage area.

· High Tea & Fashion Parade update: Monique Lomax reported –
A small working group is underway with planning.  The event will be held at the Hahndorf Bowling Club on Friday, 29th August.  Details will be publicised in the Village Voice, on Social Media, and the Community Notice Board. Anyone interested in helping on the day is most welcome.                                                               Key Contact: Monique Lomax 

· Grants: G. Lomax reported –
Treasurer Julie Klau is interested in helping with these – needs a small team to assist. Committee to identify potential Projects which could be eligible for Grant funding, and any suggestions are welcome.                                                  Key Contact – G. Lomax


· Park usage/ Council approval:  
G. Lomax read a letter sent to former Councillor Hardingham regarding usage by a protest group of Alec Johnston Park, querying whether the group had sought and received formal Council approval to use the Park. The matter has been referred to South Ward Councillor Hewett to follow up.
7. CORRESPONDENCE: 
- Invitation received to attend the inauguration of the new Hahndorf Lions Club President.
- Letter to Sharon Pippos thanking her for the HCA’s fundraising opportunity at her Documentary premiere.

8. REPORTS
- Chairperson: Greg Lomax – refer to items reported under Section 5 above.

- Treasurer: In the absence of Treasurer J. Klau, G. Lomax advised that the current total balance of the Association’s account is $11, 073, which comprises HCA funds, Barn Project funds, and Grant monies associated with various projects.

- Mayor/ Councillors report: 
Councillor Rowan Voogt accepted the invitation to address the meeting, noting that it has recently been an intense time in Council, and offered to respond to specific questions or comments from the floor.
· H. Gallasch commented that in November 2023 he had met with Council staff and identified urgent maintenance issues in the Main Street. Since May 2025 some maintenance has been undertaken – sand spread around trees on the outer footpath edge to even out trip hazards – however he is concerned that the sand is not holding up to recent heavy rain and is washing into the gutter. Cr Voogt will take this issue back to Council staff
· D. Painter raised the issue of multiple tripping hazards in the Main Street pavement, citing the experience of one resident who sustained significant facial injuries after tripping, but was advised by Council that Council had not been notified of that specific hazard, therefore Council were not liable for any compensation to the resident.  It was pointed out to the meeting that for many years the lack of maintenance, and the resultant safety risk to residents and visitors, has been raised with Council staff and elected members, to no avail, and for Council to use this excuse in this instance is difficult to comprehend.  Cr Voogt explained that community concerns raised by Macclesfield residents had resulted in improved paving in their Main Street.
· The motion “That the Hahndorf Community Association strongly lobbies the Mt Barker District Council to investigate and rectify the tripping hazards and pavement condition in the Main Street as a matter of priority.”  
Moved: Ann Fordham.  Seconded: Jeremy Roberts.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
· The question was raised as to why this work was undertaken at the commencement of winter, when it had been initially advised it would commence ‘before the busy season’ (Christmas holiday period) Who scheduled it, and why? – common sense is needed. 
The use of the ‘Snap, Save Send App was encouraged – ‘multiple complaints get action’. 
Mayor Leach commented that $200,000 had been allocated from the general footpath fund, but this amount is inadequate and Council needs to ‘bite the bullet’

· What is the plan for 108 Main Street? 
Cr Voogt acknowledged that Hahndorf needs traffic and parking solutions, and he did not support the proposed plan, which has not proceeded.  He acknowledges the need for open space and to respect the heritage value of the house on the site.
H. Gallasch commented on the site’s house being part of Hahndorf’s heritage and is adamant it should be preserved, whilst acknowledging that there is potential for some parking on the land.
 Mayor Leach confirmed that the Council had purchased the property for $2.3million.  Negotiations had occurred with the Wolf Blass Foundation whereby the block would be cleared of “rubbish trees”, the house demolished, a bridge built and car park established, however this offer has now been withdrawn.  Heritage SA declined approval to demolish the house.  Council to decide what happens next.
· Mayor Leach re other Council matters – 
Council will be installing speed notification signs at St Michael’s School.
Cr Hardingham’s resignation will necessitate a Supplementary by-election.
Community Land Management Plan – Patterson Reserve will now not be used for car parking while the hospital building is in progress

9. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
· HCA’s Annual General Meeting has been set for Wednesday 13th of August. Notification of the meeting will be placed in The Courier.

· Vice Chair John Adcock formally acknowledged the support given by former Councillor Narelle Hardingham to the HCA and to the town, and the meeting noted the work Narelle has done for the community with appreciation.

· The current damage to the Pioneer Park Playground was raised – most of the playground has been fenced off for weeks since one item of equipment was damaged, and it was queried how long before repairs are undertaken, given the popularity of the playground with family groups. Mayor Leach commented that equipment replacement parts are often difficult to source, but will follow up with Council.

Meeting closed at 8.40pm with refreshments following

Next meeting: Wednesday, 9th July 2025 at 7.30pm 
PLEASE NOTE:
THE MEETING ON JULY 9TH WILL BE HELD IN THE ST PAUL’S CHURCH HALL, 
10 MOUNT BARKER ROAD, HAHNDORF
DUE TO RENOVATIONS AT THE INSTITUTE 
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