
Hahndorf Community Association Inc. (HCA)
 
Community Meeting Minutes

12th November 2025 at 7.30 pm 

Hahndorf Memorial Institute 


1. WELCOME: Chair, Shirley Howe	welcomed residents to the meeting.		

2. PRESENT: Shirley Howe (Chair, A/Secretary), Julie Klau (Treasurer), Deb Painter (Minute Secretary), John Litjens (Public Officer), Harold Gallasch (Committee), Greg Lomax (Committee), Monique Lomax, Cr. Anne Fordham, David Chenery, Jill Chenery, Ann Haines, Jenny Lamb, Ian Barrie, Elizabeth Robertson, Fiona Falzon, Rory Falzon.
		
3. APOLOGIES: Jeremy Roberts (Committee) Jan & John Adcock, Janet Kentish

4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COMMUNITY MEETING: 
Moved: D. Chenery      Seconded: J. Lamb           CARRIED

5. BUSINESS ARISING:
1) HCA Secretarial Position – Chair advised that Holli Love, a new Hahndorf resident, has expressed interest in taking on this role.
Moved: F. Falzon        Seconded: J. Chenery        CARRIED – to be confirmed at next Committee meeting.

2) Christmas Lights Display – Fundraiser?  The residential community is being encouraged to participate. Chair raised the question of whether this should be a fundraising activity, with small entry fee and small prize.  A. Haines commented that the town is being decorated under the auspices of the HBTA.  D. Painter commented that light displays were being encouraged to celebrate the Festive Season and was not deemed a ‘competition’, although in past years small prizes had been awarded for outstanding displays. J. Lamb queried if residents could make a donation to participate. H. Gallasch supported the idea of a small prize being awarded. J. Klau suggested that residents advise if their house/street is being decorated, & a map would be put on Facebook so locals can walk and enjoy the displays.  All agreed it was not a competition, locals to be encouraged to ‘get in the Festive spirit’ & light up their houses.  No prize to be awarded.

3) Heritage Barn Project – G. Lomax reported that the architect & engineer are working on plans to ensure safe reconstruction. To meet with Council – the process will be ‘offline’.  Need to obtain an accurate understanding of the cost of reconstruction.  Grant application was unsuccessful – Council wants to fund Barn in a different way – HCA will need to provide funds, but need to know Council’s intent first.

4) Village Voice – articles are needed for the next edition asap. 


6. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT: 
Chair S Howe reported:
1) Hahndorf National Trust Branch – Blue Plaque Project.  The Branch is undertaking a project to replace or restore the Blue Plaques placed on historic buildings in the main street.  HCA have been requested to place an article in the Village Voice to celebrate the project on its completion.  Residents are also encouraged to join the National Trust.  Ann Haines commented that it was initially the HCA that secured a grant and implemented the placement of the plaques years ago – she has information relating to the initial project.  On completion, a map will be placed in the Village Voice, and on Facebook – supported by those present.  Harold Gallasch stated that over 100 buildings should have the plaques installed – National Trust has identified 55.  HCA to liaise with National Trust Branch to fund more plaques.

2) My Local App – download to phone, can use Snap/Send/Solve to report issues.  Council is required to respond.  Can also ring Council re issues.  J. Lamb reported good responses from Council.

3) Open Space Strategy – Draft Plan currently out for consultation with feedback due by November 20th.  Committee met on 27th October to review the Plan with guest attendees – discussion highlighted issues, suggestions noted.  G. Lomax outlined the issues re very limited Open Space in Hahndorf. Urged for Community Land designation for Bowling Club and English St land to protect it for community’s use. Priorities include: English St land – potential use for playground for local residents as other playgrounds are frequently monopolized by visitors; keep part of 108 Main St as green space; Community Land designation for Bowling Club land; area for a Dog Park; Bike Park.

4) Trails and Paths – an element of the Open Space Strategy.  Push to link towns. Yantaringa/Tara Illa; Safety issues of Pioneer Women’s Trail/Onkaparinga Bridge; trail to The Cedars then link to the Heysen Trail; link Hahndorf with Mylor; extend the Amy Gillett bikeway to Hahndorf; safe pathway to Beerenberg, and to the Fruit & Vegetable Market.  State Trails have priority over local Trails.  Safety is a key factor. 

Motion re Risk Assessment – at the Committee meeting of 27th October the following motion was moved- MOTION from Harold Gallasch: ‘That a Risk Assessment be undertaken, on both sides of Mt Barker Road from Beerenberg to the Onkaparinga Bridge at Verdun, of pedestrian, mobility device and cycle access and safety.’  Motion seconded by John Litjens.        CARRIED
5) D. Painter commented that the Draft Plan also included the opportunity to comment on Parks and Reserves, & encouraged comment on these aspects also.

6) Chair’s Focus over past month - Remembrance Day, Open Space Consultation information gathering, Hahndorf Institute, Barn project, HCA Secretarial position, Lobbying State Government, Mt Barker Council Traffic Study Report meeting – longer session requested.

7) Chair’s Focus for November/December – Attending a Grant Workshop, meeting with Council re Barn, submitting Open Space Consultation submission, meeting with Institute re committee issues and ongoing management, fundraising for Barn & ongoing HCA costs.

8) Social Media – Many people wanting to join the site. Challenge is encouraging people to attend HCA meetings. Planning to start an Instagram page. Overall - positive comments.
  	
7.  CORRESPONDENCE: S. Howe reported – 
Most correspondence has related to Remembrance Day.  Will follow up DIT correspondence. 

8. TREASURER’S REPORT: J. Klau reported –
· An anonymous donation of $300 has been received, with thanks
· Total funds now $14,531.86
· HCA funds available total $4637.00

9. COUNCILLOR’S REPORT: Cr Anne Fordham reported - 

· Cr Fordham attended a presentation by Adelaide Hills Tourism –‘not a great interest in Hahndorf’. Amalgamate Adelaide Hills and Barossa tourism – focus on Battunga towns, and Mt Barker Town Square, nothing about Hahndorf.
· Disability Plan released.
· Community Grants announced –Hahndorf Institute received $2500, Lantern Festival $2500
· Traffic Study – 3 surveys undertaken, including at Easter – good data obtained.
· Open Space Strategy – open for consultation – submissions due by 20th November.
· Resilience Groups – other local towns have them, why not Hahndorf?  Hahndorf group started later in process, didn’t get traction – there needs to be continuity and co-ordination. Will explore what other groups are doing.
· Community Halls – changing licensing and leasing rules.  Hahndorf Institute is a Council asset, has financial and social value. Meeting re this 13/11/25. Issue of responsibility for the building.  Institute needs a strong Management Committee – potential to affiliate with the HCA.  J. Lamb reported that Mylor is in similar situation.
· Tree Management Strategy.
· Rebecca Hewett has resigned as South Ward Councillor.  Possibly Darren Kelly will take the third Councillor position.
· Footpaths – new footpath being laid from Caravan Park to River Road – cost is $1000 per metre.  Other footpaths need to be maintained within the town
· Risk Assessment as per Committee meeting of 27th October – refer 6.4 – helps to prioritise matters.
· H. Gallasch requested that Council clean the street lights.


10. OTHER BUSINESS:  

· Remembrance Day:
· Deb Painter reported on a successful Remembrance Day Service, with around 100 people attending at the War Memorial in Alec Johnston Park.
· Thanks to the ladies who made wreaths and contributed flowers & foliage – many compliments about the quality of the wreaths.
· Thanks to all the community members who contributed to make the service and morning tea afterwards a special occasion.
· The Poppy display again attracted visitors, prompting connection & awareness.
Department of Infrastructure & Transport Information Sessions
· DIT community information sessions are upcoming at Verdun and Mt Barker re major traffic works in area.
                   State of IGA Carpark
· J. Litjens raised concern about the state of the IGA carpark – ‘an eyesore’, with visitors complaining about the visual impact & reduction in car parking spaces. ‘Needs to be sorted out’.
· S. Howe to follow up with owner.                          Action: S. Howe
                     HCA Meeting Time
· Query regarding day/frequency of HCA meeting – F. Falzon unable to attend on 2nd Wednesday of month.                           Committee to discuss.
                    State Election 2026
· With State election next year, HCA to invite candidates to discuss what they can offer for Hahndorf.                                      Action: S. Howe


Meeting Closed at 9.30pm


Next meeting: Wednesday, 10th December 2025 at 7.30pm
Hahndorf Memorial Institute Supper Room
The meeting will be followed by refreshments to celebrate the Festive Season


To enhance and maintain the amenity of residential life in Hahndorf
hahndorfcommunity@outlook.com | PO Box 518 Hahndorf SA 5245 | A.B.N. 26622413214
Chairperson: Shirley Howe 0432673339 Secretary: TBA
