
Hahndorf Community Association (HCA)
 
Community Meeting Minutes

8th October 2025 at 7.30 pm 

Hahndorf Memorial Institute Supper Room


1. WELCOME: Chair, Shirley Howe	welcomed Mayor Leach and residents to the meeting.		

2. PRESENT: Shirley Howe (Chair, A/Secretary), Julie Klau (Treasurer), Deb Painter (Minute Secretary), John Litjens (Public Officer), Jeremy Roberts (Committee), Mayor David Leach, Janet Kentish, David Chenery, Jill Chenery, Robin Hooper, Kirsty Miller, Ethan Miller, Paul Miller, Heather Schultze, Paul Schultze, Jenny Lamb, Alan Pickering, Ian Barrie, Elizabeth Robertson.

		
3. APOLOGIES: Greg & Monique Lomax, Jan & John Adcock, Ann Haines, Sharon Pippos, Harold Gallasch, Peter Mahar, Cr. Anne Fordham, Darren Kelly, Lyn & John Nitschke, Cathryn Nitschke
 
4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COMMUNITY MEETING: 
Moved: A. Pickering      Seconded: I Barrie           CARRIED

5. TREASURER’S REPORT: J. Klau reported –
· The High Tea fundraiser raised $3422 net, which will go to the Barn Project
· Barn Project now has a balance of $9426
· HCA funds available total $4337.91

6. HCA COMMITTEE SECRETARY – position vacant
Chair called for nominations from the floor to fill the vacant position of Secretary for the Association.  There being no nominations forthcoming, the Committee will continue to seek to fill the position.

7. BUSINESS ARISING:  
· Heritage Barn Project: 
· S. Howe reported on the background to the Project, & the plan to reconstruct the Heritage Barn in Alec Johnston Park
· Costs associated with the reconstruction include Architect’s and Engineering costs – the structure needs to be safe for general community use
· Ideas for fundraising include, a Bunnings ‘Sausage Sizzle’, a fun event such as a Dog Show, sale of pavers, a memorial wall.
· Alan Pickering suggested a Barn Dance with Country Band, a Quiz Night was another suggestion.
· An application has been lodged for a Grant for $35,000 – awaiting outcome.
· Information to be put on Social Media.

· Remembrance Day:
· Deb Painter reported on progress with planning for Hahndorf’s Remembrance Day Service, at the War Memorial in Alec Johnston Park at 10.30 am on November 11th.
· Wreaths will be made for Community groups on Monday 10th November at 1.30pm in the Institute kitchen – all welcome to participate in this community activity.
· A Morning Tea for participants and guests will be served in the Institute Supper Room after the Ceremony.
8. OTHER BUSINESS:
Councilor Anne Fordham provided the following information - via Chair:
· Attended her first Council Meeting as an elected member on 7/10/2025
· Paterson Reserve – vote against use as car park during hospital rebuild
· Arts Grants – details on MBDC website – up to $25,000 this financial year
· Open Space Strategy Action Plan opens for Community Consultation 9/10/2025 until 20/11/2025 – encourages residents to give feedback
· Works and Maintenance – plan for continuous maintenance throughout the year – kerbs, footpaths, drainage, etc. 
        
               Mayor David Leach reported:
· Hahndorf has a low percentage of Open Spece within the town boundaries – important to better utilize the space we have, eg: Bowling Club grounds.
· Council’s Nathan Franklin is now involved with Property Management – is very familiar with Hahndorf.
· The Integrated Transport Plan covers the whole district, including River Road, Mt Barker interchange, Verdun Interchange, roundabout at the High School.
· Liaising with State Government
· Has highlighted the need for the Onkaparinga Bridge upgrade
· The Hills are a major tourist attraction in SA
· A substantial amount of money is spent in the metropolitan area
· Likely need for a ring route around Mt Barker has been mentioned by Minister Koutsantonis
· Council ‘never had a preferred option’ for traffic management relating to Hahndorf
· Has met with all candidates for forthcoming election, and encourages residents to contact candidates re concerns, and their policies

Chair Shirley Howe commented that HCA will continue to lobby Federal and State governments to reduce traffic problems for Main Street – Bypass and upgrade of Main Street
Election year coming up - Shirley Howe and Jeremy Roberts will focus on these aspects.

Jenny Lamb commented that a review in 1999 reported that River Rd was not seen as a good option – states a bypass is needed.  Commuters ‘rat run’ through township.

Jeremy Roberts stated it is a waste of money to upgrade intersections.  Many issues have not been addressed, and a very small percentage of government funds are spent in the Hills area.

Alan Pickering expressed concern regarding the idea of introducing paid parking, believing that visitors’ numbers will decrease, and they will seek free parking in residential streets. Would like to see the option of parking behind businesses explored.

Mayor Leach responded – a parking survey was undertaken and data has been compiled. A report will go to Council in February, then for Community Consultation. He advocates for the use of parking spaces behind businesses.

9. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
· Jenny Lamb provided information about Mylor social activities for the forthcoming weekend =- 10th/11th/12th October.
· Deb Painter advised residents of the forthcoming AGM on 18th October of the Hahndorf National Trust Branch in the Band Hall at 2pm.

General Meeting closed at 8.20 pm
GUEST SPEAKER
· Bernie from Australian Red Cross presented all in attendance with a ‘Get Prepared Emergency Dry Bag’ for precious items, and discussed the need to be prepared for emergencies, which can range from fire, flood and storm to road blockages, power outages, etc, using a power point presentation to highlight key aspects. 
· She reminded those present of the impact of such emergencies on individuals and communities, and the need to take an ‘ALL HAZARDS’ approach, and consider aspects such as access issues, financial impacts, etc.
· She stressed the benefit of having the Alert SA app on your phone
· Encourages residents to have a Redi Plan, with whole of household involvement
· Be aware of Bushfire Safer Place – check with CFS if unsure
· Know your own ability in event of an emergency
· Get connected – with family, neighbours, etc.
· Get organized
· Get packing
· Understand fully what your insurance does, and does not, cover
· Have some cash money available
· She asked the attendees to undertake a short practical exercise, which highlighted the varied responses of individuals to a short-notice evacuation order, and used those responses to stress the benefit of being well prepared.
Chair Shirley Howe thanked Bernie for her thought-provoking presentation on behalf of those residents present.

The evening concluded with refreshments.


Next meeting: Wednesday, 12th November 2025 at 7.30pm
Hahndorf Memorial Institute Supper Room


To enhance and maintain the amenity of residential life in Hahndorf
hahndorfcommunity@outlook.com | PO Box 518 Hahndorf SA 5245 | A.B.N. 26622413214
Chairperson: Shirley Howe 0432673339 Secretary: TBA
